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The Ker Messages of the

UK National Ecosystem Assessment

The natural world, its biodiversity and It constituent aooeystems ana Crickally iImportant b cur well-b2ing and
eCONCITis prosperity, but are consistently urdenvalued In conventicnal ecoraimic analyses and decisdon making.
Ecosystems ard the services they deliver underpin our very exsience. We deperd on them io produce cur food, regulbsie waier
supples ard clmate, and breakdown wasts products. We also valoe thern in less absious ways contact whh ratuee ghees
pleanrs, provides recrestion and 15 krown to heve 3 postiive Impact an lorg-tzrm health and happiness.

Ecosystems and ecosystem services, and the ways paople beneft irom them, have chang=d markedly In the past
&0 years, driven by changes In sockely. Durirg the secord half of the 20th Cemtury, the LR populstion grew by roughly 2
gaiter bo nearly &2 milkon, Iving slandards greaty Inosased ard tzchnological developments ard globalbation had major
effectsan behaviourand consumption patiems. The producion of foed from agricukure increzsed damatically, but mary ather
ecouystem services, partcubarty theose related o aip water ared soll qualty, declired.

The UKS ecosysterms are currently delivering some serdoes well, but others are stil in long-term decine, Of the
rarge of servicesdelvered In the UK by sight broad aquatic and terresinal habkat types and thelr coraikuent biodiversity, about
30% have been 2upassed 2 cumendy decliring. Mary others are in a reduced or degraded state, including manine fihenes, wid
speches dversky ard some of the sereces provided by solls. Reductions In ecosysiem services are asscchied with dedines in
Fabitat &xtart or condition ard charges in biodversky, akhounh the exsct relatianship between biodiversity and the ecosystem
serices It urderpins k stil inecompletely understood.

The UK pojalation il continue o grow, and 1ts demands and expsctations contnus o ewidve, This 1 llkaly
INCrEase pressures on ecosystem services In & futune where dimate change will have an accelarating Impact both
here and in the wond at large. The UK's populstion is predicted to grow by reaty 10 millon in the rexe 20 y=ars, Climats
charge |5 expected to lead o mare flequerk severe weather svents and aker rinfall patieme, with Implcaticrs for aoricukurs,
fioed comrol and mary other serices. Ore major chalenge & sustarable imensification of agricutune Increasing food
production while decreasing the envionmental foot prine.

Actions taken and decisions made row will have consaouences fa Into the future for ecosystems, ecosystem
sarvices andl humian well=ing, It 15 Impertant that these e understoocd, 5o that we can make the best possible
Chalcas, not Just for soclety row DUE also for fullre gererations. Camtemporany sconomic ard participatory techniques
alow us to estirate values far a wids range of scosysiem szrvices. Appling thees do sczranios of placdble futurees shows that
allowing declsions 1o be guided by market prices alone forgoes epportunkies for major enhancements In scosysiem serices, with
reeguiive conssquerces for sockl wel-beirg. Recogniing the value of ecosystarn senvices mare fly would alow the UK 1o move
toweards a moe sustainable future, in which the berefits of scosysiem services 2 Betierrealsed and more squtiably detribubed.

A rmove to sustainable development will require an appropriats mixture of regulations, technokogy, finandal
Irvestmant and education, as well as changes In iIndividual and scoietal behaviour and adoption of @ mone
Intzgrated, rather than conventiona sectoral, approach o ecosystem management. This will need the rwvalemen
of a range of different actars - governmert, the private s2cior, volurtary oiganisations and civil socisty at laige - in processes
that are cpen and trreparert srough o facikate dislogue ard collebeoraton and allow necessary rade-cffs to be underitocd
and agresd on when making dedskans.
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